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Station Master — Indian Railways' 
frontline job, and the 30 years behind it
Run a station. Move trains. Take the night shift. For 30 years.
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T H E  3 0 -Y E A R  J O U R N E Y

After the first 12 years, the career splits. Most Station Masters follow the MACP path: steady, but it 

stops around Level 9. A small group clears the LDCE exam and becomes officers (Group B).

S A L A RY  P R O J E C T I O N

If you joined today
Figures as of May 2026

7th CPC pay matrix, DA at ~55%, X-class city, annual increments, no promotion delays. Both paths are identical until year 12. They split 
when a small fraction clears LDCE and enters the officer cadre — most do not. The 8th CPC (expected 2026-27) will revise basics, and 
allowances change every 6 months with DA. We update this annually.

YEAR MILESTONE TYPICAL PATH IF YOU CLEAR LDCE
what most retire on the officer ceiling

0 Joining L6 · ₹62k
Both paths identical so far · Station Master

5 5 years in L6 · ₹71k
Both paths identical so far · Station Master

12 Senior SM L7 · ₹84k
Both paths identical so far · Senior Station Master

18 Paths split L8 · ₹95k
Chief Station Master

L9 · ₹1.05L
Asst. Operations Manager

30 Retirement range L9 · ₹1.1L
MACP 3 (financial)

L11 · ₹1.45L
Divisional Operations Manager

In-hand figures, X-class city. Paths are identical until year 12, then split at LDCE. Snapshot dated May 2026.

Sarkari Job Guide does not claim this salary structure. The figures come from the verified sources listed on the career page.
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More career maps to compare
Full guides on sarkarijobguide.com, free to read. Tap a link on your phone, or type the address in your 

browser.

SBI PO
sarkarijobguide.com/banking/sbi-po/

SSC CGL
sarkarijobguide.com/ssc/ssc-cgl/

A B O U T

About Sarkari Job Guide

Visual career maps for government jobs in India. Each map shows the full 30-year path: pay at every stage, 

promotion timelines, and the costs nobody mentions.

Salaries and rules change. Read the latest version:
sarkarijobguide.com/railways/station-master/

This PDF is a study aid from sarkarijobguide.com, not an official government document. Verify every date and rule against the official 
notification before you act on it.
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